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In Norway the average income per capita is      
$ 149.00 dollars per day, while in Malawi is 
only $500.00 per year ($ 1.36 per day).  
 
In other words, three days of average income 
in Norway are equivalent to almost a year of 
income in Malawi 



Nearly 20 percent of America’s children–and 13 

percent of all Americans–live in poverty. 
 

The Brookings Institution. 
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Table 3: Returns to schooling by educational level and region 

(latest available year between 2000-2011) 

Region Primary Secondary Tertiary GDP/pc 

(PPP 2005) 

N 

World 10.3 6.9 16.8 6,719 74 

Middle East and North Africa 9.4 3.5 8.9 3,645 7 

South Asia 9.6 6.3 18.4 2,626 4 

Eastern and Central Europe 8.3 4.0 10.1 6,630 7 

High Income Economies 4.8 5.3 11.0 31,748 6 

East Asia and Pacific 11.0 6.3 15.4 5,980 6 

Latin America and Caribbean 9.3 6.6 17.6 7,269 20 

Sub-Saharan Africa 13.4 10.8 21.9 2,531 24 

Returns highest at Tertiary Level 

Source: Montenegro, C.E. & H.A. Patrinos (2013). Returns to Schooling around the World. The World Bank 









Biases towards universities as the only tertiary education option 
persist.  

Pathways allowing mobility between technical and vocational 
institutions and universities are also very limited, if they exist at all. 

Quality control and assurance regulations and mechanism are weak 

Equity: Clear disparities in access across groups persist. 

Limited efficiency 



Insufficient investment in tertiary education.  

Information: Policy and investment decisions are often 
based on inaccurate, biased, or incomplete information.  

Lack of knowledge of job market needs prevents 
institutions from transparently sharing information about 
employability, demanded skills, and costs with students. 





“While the ship is sinking –says the captain – the first 
priority is to save the crew, next is to avoid 
problems while the ship continues to sink, the third 
priority is to repair the ship, and lastly, the fourth 
priority, if time permits, is to save the passengers” 

Arthur Levine, president of Columbia Teachers College 





What should the Bank’s priorities be in tertiary 
education in the next 5 years? *  
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Diversification in institutional mission of TEIs

Greater focus on TEIs versus governments

Fostering internationalization

Non-university post-secondary sector

Articulation btw different types of TEIs and with Secondary Ed.

Innovation in educational delivery models used by TEIs

Developing capacity of TEIs in science and innovation

Equity and access to TE

Role of the private sector in TE

Improving governance

Improving quality assurance

Funding models for TE

Bridging gap between education and employment

* Multiple responses 



Diversifying  options, but leveling the playing field. 

Assuring good quality institutions. 

Making post-compulsory education and training equitable and affordable. 

Targeting public resources toward programs that yield high social returns. 

Using innovative approaches to retain students and ensure employable graduates. 

Improving secondary education. 

Increasing the autonomy and cost-efficiency of institutions and the TE systems. 

Arming students with information so they make smart choices. 

Embracing competition – national and global. 

Fostering openness and an evidence-based culture in tertiary education. 
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