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TEACHER’S GUIDE

YOUR ROLE IN OPERATION BACK TO SCHOOL

BEFORE THE PRESENTATION:

Operation Back to School would not be possible without your invaluable participation. So please register your group using the online 
form at www.btmm.qc.ca/school_form

As you well know, the best speakers are those who are the most prepared. 

Once the date of the presentation has been confirmed and you have the speaker’s contact information, you must get in touch to explain 
where the presentation is taking place and what you expect from it.

To help make the encounter a success, encourage students to do some research and think about the speaker’s profession or trade, 
organization and industry.

• What does the trade or profession involve? 
• What education is required to exercise the trade or profession?
• What are the qualities, aptitudes and skills required for the trade or profession?

To get students to take part in the encounter, help them prepare questions about:
• the speaker’s educational background
• the speaker’s professional background
• the career choice 
• the job market
• the utility of studies in the trade or profession

The Board of Trade of Metropolitan Montreal places a great deal of importance on motivating kids to stay in school. As a result, for 20 
years, it has been organizing Operation Back to School to raise awareness among grade students of the importance of staying in school 
and getting a diploma. Through this initiative, the Board of Trade invites businessmen and businesswomen to go back to high school to 
talk about their experience, their success and the challenges they have had to overcome during their careers. 

These encounters provide young people with more information about the job market, the outlook for employment and key skills they need 
to increase their employability. The presentations, which deal with the educational, professional and personal paths of businesspeople, 
are extremely enriching for students. Operation Back to School also gives businesspeople a chance to understand the reality of the school 
setting and motivates them to get more involved.

THIS TESTIMONIAL COULD CHANGE A LIFE!
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DURING THE PRESENTATION:

AFTER THE PRESENTATION:

It is important to give speakers clear instructions about what you would like students to get out of the presentation and greet speakers 
at the school’s reception area, because they are no longer familiar with the school setting. 

Speakers are businesspeople who volunteer their time to help students, so it is important to give them a warm welcome by introducing 
them to the principal or taking them on a tour of the school. Operation Back to School is meant to raise awareness among business-
people as to the reality of high school students to encourage them to get involved.

The speaker is not an educator. You will need to ensure that your students show respect and discipline.

We would be grateful if you could complete the feedback form for teachers, to help us keep improving Operation Back to School. If 
you liked your speaker’s presentation, a thank-you email or letter with comments is always appreciated.

Obviously, you are free to go over the presentation in class or to use information from the presentation for further study by students or 
any other activity. 

You may then nominate one student from the group who has distinguished himself through his commitment and efforts. A drawing will 
be held to select the students who will receive a $1,500 stay-in-school scholarship.
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Youth Fusion implements projects in schools to motivate, stimulate, engage, and call out to youth to stay committed through 
innovative partnerships with universities. youthfusionquebec.org/en

An effective way to prepare students for the presentation is to get them to communicate with other professionals through e-men-
toring. You can use Academos for free for your cycle 2 students. Academos e-mentors come from 85 sectors and every level of 
education. academos.qc.ca

For the past 20 years, Montréal Relève has worked towards socioeconomic development through its initiatives in establishing innovative 
projects for the next generation. MR has five projects and programs dedicated to various clienteles, including Student Business, its 
signature initiative. See how your students can benefit from Montréal Relève’s expertise: montrealreleve.ca/en

Montreal Hooked on School’s mission is to mobilize all partners in Montreal and become a focal point for initiatives that have a positive 
impact on young people, parents, and other concerned parties, with the objective of increasing school perseverance and success, and 
reconnecting with school. reseaureussitemontreal.ca/en


